Visi0n for a Sustainable Evanston

1. Effective, Efficient Personal and
Public Transport

Streets are friendly for pedestrians and
bicyclists. Increasing numbers of people
use easily accessible, fast, and frequent
public transit systems. Buses and cars are
energy efficient with little or no emissions.
Outcomes:

 Improved personal transportation options
* Less traffic congestion

 Improved air quality

* Better respiratory health

* Reduced need for parking

Sample Action Steps:

* Improve transit infrastructure and
information/signage

 Implement universal transit fare card

V Initiate bus rapid transit service between
Evanston and O’'Hare

» Reserve preferred parking spaces for
hybrid/low-emission vehicles

v Continue to implement the City’s bicycle
system improvement plan

v Launch car sharing program

Vv Incorporate pedestrian- & bike-friendly
and ADA compliant elements into
streetscape and parks

* Re-stripe faded crosswalks and repair
ADA non-compliant curb-cuts

» Conduct a detailed pedestrian inventory
and improvement planning process

» Adopt design guidelines for
sidewalks/streetscape citywide

2. Energy: Reduced Usage,
Renewable Sources

Our citizenry lives in homes that conserve
energy. Schools and office buildings
generate a portion of the energy they
require. Renewable energy, produced
locally, provides a significant portion of the
city’s needs.

Outcomes:

» Reduced levels of climate change and
ecosystem damage

* Lifecycle cost savings

 Improved national security through
energy independence

» Less risk of widespread power outages
Sample Action Steps:

» Adopt and implement a City energy
conservation building code for commercial
and residential buildings

 Use highly efficient fluorescent and LED
lighting in all public buildings

* Install demonstration wind turbine
 Help large institutions to purchase
Renewable Energy Certificates

* Design and build pacesetting LEED
certified new City Hall and Robert Crown
facilities

V Install solar PV panels and/or solar
thermal hot water systems at schools

» Replace small-scale wind turbine in the
Ladd Arboretum with functioningl model

* Retrofit all traffic signals to use light
emitting diode (LED) technology

3. Quality Education for All

Grammar school children, literate in two
languages, exercise their creativity in art,
music, and literature and learn about the
geography, politics, and economies of
many cultures. Gifted, well-trained high
school teachers and involved parents
ensure that all students graduate and go
on to college or are qualified for good jobs.
All students understand the web of life and
the impact of their personal and collective
choices.

Outcomes:

* Diverse citizenry attracted to Evanston

* Restored reputation for great schools

* Clear-thinking young people able to make
informed decisions

» Capable citizenry engaged in the
governmental process

Sample Action Steps:

v Continue to build off the synergistic
programs between NU, the City, and the
school districts

» Examine & improve school district funding
mechanisms in lllinois

» Use ETHS nature center for training
teachers and staff citywide

» Build greenhouse space for students to
learn horticulture.

* Serve organic cafeteria meals from
school-yard gardens

* Establish more effective youth
programming including, but not exclusively,
skills training and employment programs



4. Affordable Variety of

Housing Options

We can choose single-family homes or
apartments, new construction or older
dwellings, to rent or to buy, and all choices
include options affordable across the
economic spectrum. Homes are attractive,
safe, ADA compliant, close to jobs and
public transit, and have low utility costs.

Outcomes:

* Diverse households within neighborhoods
* Affordable homes for Evanston’s
employment base as well as for its most
diverse populations

» More money spent in Evanston
businesses

* Higher quality of life

Sample Action Steps:

» Document the affordable housing gap

» Develop a consolidated housing plan to
address this gap

* Promote employer assisted housing
program amongst large Evanston
employers

» Pass an inclusionary zoning ordinance

» Establish a residential demolition tax to
place into the Mayor’s Housing Trust Fund
* Amend the Condominium Conversion
Ordinance to require 10-20% affordable
units for moderate-income households

V Establish a Community Land Trust

* Be vigilant to eliminate predatory lending

5. Balance of Growth and
Preservation

Zoning laws and building regulations define
a coherent development plan that reflects
the wishes of the citizenry. The plan grows
the tax base while preserving the character
of the neighborhoods. Housing stock is
pleasing in design.

Outcomes:

» Greater sense of community ownership
and responsibility among residents

* Reduced tension between the city and

Northwestern University

» Urban density combined with sense of

neighborhood & community

« Consistently high quality housing stock

Sample Action Steps:

» Implement binding appearance review
policy or a design guidance commission

» Promote developer’s use of community
planning processes with broad citizen
participation for their projects

* Publish non-mandatory design guidelines
for multi-residential and commercial
development to be used a benchmark by
the SPAAR Committee

» Examine the potential use of “Form-
Based Zoning” focusing on the size, form,
and placement of buildings and parking,
and less on type of use and density.

6. Mandatory Recycling for All
Buildings

All of us who live in Evanston, whether in
single family homes or in large multi-
residential buildings, recycle a wide variety
of solid waste, as do office buildings, small
businesses, and construction contractors.
Storm water and grey water is collected
and reused for watering lawns and
gardens.

Outcomes:

* Reduced waste of natural resources and
finite water supply

» Reduced strain on sewage systems and
landfills

» Reduced costs for garbage collection

Sample Action Steps:

» Educate residents about need to
conserve, reuse, and recycle

» Chamber of Commerce / City
implementation of a Commercial Waste
and Recycling Franchise Agreement

* Install a demonstration grey-water reuse
system in a city building

v Work with SWANCC to offer recycling of
household hazardous waste and
electronics in an easy manner for residents
* Require or stipulate preferences for
recycled-content materials in City
procurement processes.

* Institute a fee per bag/bundle for City
yard waste collection

» Reconfigure cost structure for residential
waste & recycling services



7. Green and Open Space

People of all ages congregate, relax and
play together in inviting public spaces.
Spread throughout the city, downtown, and
along the lake and channel, these places
are safe and toxin-free. Residences and
office buildings are surrounded by trees
shading attractive plantings and grass.

Outcomes:

» Enhanced health and quality of life

* Inviting recreational spaces for the
community, especially its youth

* High property values

» Improved habitat for wildlife & migratory
birds

* Reduction in urban heat island effect

Sample Actions Steps:

» Organize a green space citizen’s
advocacy group

v Continue to implement the City’s Park
Capital Improvement Plan

» Develop a lakefront preservation
ordinance and use Coastal Zone
Management Program funds for
comprehensive lakefront planning

» Support Evanston’s community garden
and create new ones throughout the city

» Complete a resource utilization plan to
improve recreational access and ecological
quality of the Upper North Shore Channel
« Create an Evanston biodiversity recovery
plan (similar to Schaumburg & Chicago)

» Promote drought-resistant, native plants
and landscaping, rooftop gardens, and
innovative stormwater management
strategies (i.e. rain gardens).

8. Diverse Inter-dependent
Community

Evanston’s population and neighborhoods
are diverse in race, income, age, culture,
disability, religion, and familial status.
School, community, business, and civic
activities rely on the cooperation and
participation of all.

Outcomes::

» Adds variety to Evanston, thus enriching
the lives of all residents.

» Promotes tolerance and appreciation of
social and cultural differences.

* Provides a broadening educational
influence on children.

» Encourages exposure to alternative ways
of life.

Sample Action Steps:

* Develop a comprehensive Analysis of
Impediments to Fair Housing and,
consequently, a Fair Housing Action Plan
* Create a "diversity impact statement"
(similar to an environmental impact
statement) that every branch of Evanston
government could adopt when undertaking
new programs, policies, and bricks-and-
mortar developments.

v Continue and strengthen the aid and
educational programs of the Evanston
Commission on Aging such as the handy
man program and the subsidized taxi cab
program

9. Toxin-Free Environment

Our public buildings and schools are built
and furnished with toxin-free materials.
Organic food is widely available, including
in school cafeterias. Stores carry a variety
of environmentally safe cleaning products
and clothes made from natural fibers.
Lawns and gardens use native plants and
eliminate pests with natural means.

Qutcomes:

* Fewer cases of ADHD, asthma, and other
environmentally-related health problems

» Reduced toxin levels in waste stream,
groundwater and lake

 Healthier local ecosystems

Sample Action Steps:

» Establish codes for non-toxic interiors in
public buildings

* Ensure toxin-free school meals

* Pass an ordinance to eliminate pesticides
and chemical fertilizer use and to
implement “integraged pest management”
(IPM) strategies in public parks

» Implement anti-school bus idling and/or
school bus engine retrofit programs

* Promote, improve, and enjoy the
Evanston Farmers Market especially to
expand access to fresh, local, and/or
organic food

* Reinstitute a volunteer public advisory
board or commission appointed by the
Mayor to advise the Farmers Market
including Evanston citizens and
participating farmers






